
Hunter’s Nursery
California Native Plant Planting Instructions:

No Amendments or Fertilizer should be used. These plants evolved in the soil as it is
here in California. Instead, use mulch (see below) on top of the soil.

Planting: Dig hole so the top of the dirt in the pot is even with ground level or even
slightly above the ground level, and NOT lower than ground level. Make sure the hole is
flat at the bottom, so there is no air between the base of the plant and the dirt. There is
no need to make the hole much wider than the plant unless planting in clay. Add dirt
back into the hole, then firm by punching down hard around the plant. Use excess dirt to
form a shallow basin around plant. Look at the size of plant on plant list to see how far
apart to plant. A tape measure is useful for spacing plants.

First Watering: Remove hose nozzle. Set hose to low, about one-quarter of maximum,
and fill each planting basin at least three times. Each plant should get from 2-5 gallons
of water in the first watering, which also helps remove air pockets around the roots. If
planting in late fall with no plans to water further until spring, each plant will need at
least 3 gallons in the initial watering.

Watering Frequency: Plants should be watered twice the first week, then once a week
(more often if plant says “Keep Moist” or “2 times per Week”). Plants should be watered
once a week until established, usually until after the first summer. Water by filling
planting basin 2 to 3 times, or water with sprinklers 20 minutes once a week. If soil is
still damp near the surface after one week, wait to water until soil dries out on the
surface.

During the second year, refer to the plant list for how often to water the plant once it
is established. Cluster plants with similar water needs together in different places in the
yard. If on a sprinkler system, cluster plants with similar water needs in different
irrigation zones.

Mulch: Cover ground with a thick cover of 2” to 4" of mulch. One inch is not enough; six
inches is too much. Keep bark at least 4” to 6" away from the stem of each plant.
Redwood or cedar bark is great for natives, and so is so-called “gorilla hair” mulch.
Shredded bark or shredded tree trimmings are fine. Local sources are best. Bagged
mulch can have too much nitrogen, unless it is pure chipped or shredded bark.

Sit back and enjoy the beauty of your plants and the songbirds, hummingbirds and
butterflies they attract!

For More Information:
www.theodorepayne.org
www.rsabg.org
www.laspilitas.com
www.larnerseeds.com
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